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April 20: University of San Carlos (USAC) rector Alfonso Fuentes Soria told reporters that
unidentified assailants had set fire to the humanities building at the Western University Center
(CUNOC), in Quetzaltenango, capital of Quetzaltenango department. CUNOC is a branch of
USAC. Fuentes Soria said the incident was part of a current wave of hostility against USAC
faculty and students. The same "hostility" resulted in the April 10 murder of a USAC student and
serious injury of seven others by members of the Hunapu urban commando unit; three bomb
explosions on university property since January; the murder of a USAC history professor in
February; and, numerous death threats aimed at USAC faculty members. The Hunapu commando
unit, comprised of army, National Police and Treasury Guard personnel, was established in
February to fight "common crime." April 23: The Association of University Students (AEU), along
with 17 other popular organizations, held a rally in front of the national legislative building to
demand government action in response to the events of April 10. AEU released a communique
charging Defense Minister Gen. Jose Garcia and Interior Minister Fernando Hurtado with direct
responsibility for the Hunapu commando unit's actions. Next, the AEU demanded that both officials
resign and face prosecution for their roles in the "student massacre." The student association
also called on the government to dismantle the commando unit. Police spokespersons reported
that at least five persons were wounded when a bomb exploded at the national property title
registration building in Guatemala City. The spokespersons said the blast caused considerable
material damage and required evacuation of 200 workers. The blast also damaged the nearby
Foreign Ministry headquarters. Police officers deactivated another bomb placed in the Guatemalan
Telecommunications (GUATEL) building, and responded to five additional bomb threats at other
locations in the capital city. The five threats were false alarms. April 27: Hundreds of Guatemala
City high school students rallied in front of the national legislature building to protest recently
announced public transport fare hikes. The students also called for prosecution of individuals
responsible for the April 10 incident. The students set up barricades blocking traffic in the area and
burned posters of President Jorge Serrano and Honduran counterpart Rafael Callejas, who was
in the capital on an official visit. In the afternoon, joint army and police patrols used tear gas and
truncheons to disperse student protesters. Students pelted police officers with rocks and broke
windows in the legislature building, and surrounding shops and cars. Hunapu commando unit
personnel cordoned off streets leading to the legislature building and arrested student protesters.
Media sources reported that many students were injured, and about 100 were arrested. Over 100
protesters rallied in front of the legislature building after security forces dislodged 1,200 families
who had occupied land belonging to the National Housing Bank (BANVI) located on the outskirts
of the capital. Spokespersons for the protesters said they were dissatisfied with President Serrano's
promise to allocate US$12 million to resolve the national housing crisis. About 900,000 people live in
squalid shantytowns surrounding the capital city. The housing deficit is estimated at 1 million units.
April 28: Anonymous bomb threats forced evacuation of BANVI personnel on two occasions during
the day. April 29: A bomb blast at the BANVI building left 24 persons injured and caused extensive
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material damage. Bomb threats at the Finance Ministry building, the Torre de los Tribunales, and a
USAC administration building forced evacuation of personnel. Later in the day, a bomb exploded
in a building in downtown Guatemala City housing the Costa Rican Embassy. Six persons were
injured. High school students rallied in front of the national legislature building to demand release
from custody of their colleagues arrested April 27. The students threw stones at police and about
40 were arrested. Over 200 persons evicted from squatter settlements on the outskirts of the capital
set up temporary camps in Guatemala City's Plaza Central to pressure the government to provide
them with lots to build homes. April 30: In communiques issued in Mexico City and San Jose, Costa
Rica, the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) denied responsibility for the three
Guatemala City bombings. The URNG statement added that statements by government officials
blaming the rebels for the bombings were part of an attempt to undermine rebel-government
peace negotiations. (Basic data from 04/15/92 report by the Guatemala Human Rights Commission
(CDHG); Notimex, 04/20/92, 04/23/92, 04/27/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish
news service EFE, 04/23/92, 04/27/92, 04/29/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/22/92, 04/23/92, 04/27/92,
04/29/92, 04/30/92)
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